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Welcome Backt!

It’s been a long time coming, but the new school year is finally here! I hope you are all healthy, well rested
and enthusiastic about returning to the middle school.

We are very excited to welcome you back, whether you are here in person or online. Although this school year
will look very different, we are ready to bring you the most normal middle school experience that we can. Our
administrators and staff are standing by to guide you through the challenges this year may generate.

The middle school will follow the policies and guidelines of the Center for Disease Control (CDC), New York
State Department of Education and the Chemung County Health Department. Everyone in the middle school
building will be required to follow the strict guidelines set forth by these agencies and the Horseheads School
District. Please know that this is for the safety of all students and staff. There no doubt will be kinks to iron
out as we progress through the school year. Please keep the lines of communication open to your child’s
teachers, counselor and administrators.
We are here to help each other!

With everyone’s full cooperation, this will be a safe Rt o Ofeducation
is the advancement

year for our stud.ents and staff. We ask thaj[ you follow of knowledge

all protocols dutifully so that we can remain open. and the dissemination g,

Please call with any questions or concerns. of truth. 3
-John F. Kennedy tﬁ

Let’s make it a great year, the Raider Way!

Ron Holloway - Principal

We encourage all students to reach out to a trusted adult
if they are not feeling well physically, emotionally or
socially. Parents are encouraged to call the school if
they feel their student needs additional support.




Horseheads Middle School
ANNOUNCEMENTS

' PTO Spirit Wear

The Middle School PTO is sponsoring a spirit wear sale
beginning today and closing on October 9th. You can
view and purchase merchandise at the link below. 10%
I of the profits will go to the MS PTO.
https://hhdsmiddleschool.itemorder.com/sale

Parent Portal

If you have not yet signed up for Parent Portal,
please visit the District website. Under the “Quicklinks”
section, hover over “Parent Portal” and click on “Parent
Portal Registration Form”. Fill out the form and submit it,
and a link will be sent to your email

Checking your student’s grades on Parent Portal? The
URL for a computer browser is:
https://schooltool.horseheadsdistrict.com

The URL for the mobile app is:
https://schooltool.horseheadsdistrict.com/sthhweb

itslearning Parent Portal

To access ‘itslearning’, click here https://
horseheadsdistrict.itslearning.com/. Parent accounts should
be functional beginning September 28. Use your parent
portal login credentials. Your student can login through
their student menu. To view the virtual demonstration,
visit our website and click on the District 2020-21 Plan.
Scroll down to “itslearning”, and click on the link.

Sports News

Southern Tier Athletic Conference (STAC) has post-
poned the Fall Sports season. STAC will follow the
NYSPHSAA-condensed plan to hold sports seasons
beginning January 4th 2021.

All fall student athletes must re-register for fall
sports according to the dates below. Student athletes will
need an updated physical to participate in sports.
There currently is no physical waiver for the start of
winter sports.

Winter sports start date: 1/4/21

Winter sports registration opens 12/5/2020
Unified Bowling start date: 2/1/21

Unified Bowling registration opens 1/2/21
Fall sports start date: 3/1/21

Fall sports registration opens 1/30/21

Spring sports start date: 4/19/21

Spring sports registration opens 3/20/21
Unified Basketball start date: 4/19/21
Unified Basketball registration opens 3/20/21

Please continue to check the District athletic webpage
for updates.

Picture Day

Cohort A- Picture Day 10/19; Makeup Day 12/7
Cohort B- Picture Day 10/22; Makeup Day 12/10
Remote Students- Picture Day 10/21 ; Makeup Day 12/9

Wednesday Schedule For Remote Learning

First Period 8:00 - 8:20
Second Period 8:22 - 8:42
Third Period 8:44 -9:04
Fourth Period 9:06 - 9:26
Fifth Period 9:28 - 9:48
Sixth Period 9:50-10:10
Seventh Period 10:12 - 10:32
Eighth Period 10:34 - 10:54
Ninth Period 10:56 - 11:16

Tech Support Form

We ask parents, guardians, and students who have
technology questions, including issues with district-
owned devices and questions about the itslearning man-
agement system or other district programs, to use the
technology support form to submit a support request:
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?
1d=KtL KIY3tDEGU4Az17zjSEePHH3UhzI71Ds958K7D4
_QIUREpNSVMxWEXSMT gx-
MEw4QVZTR1RQSkpJQS4u.

A technician will respond as soon as possible. You
may also call 607-481-2850 and leave a detailed message
about your technology issue. Know that the details of the
form allow us to assist you better than a voicemail. Our
tech staff will respond to the forms or voicemails between
9am and 3pm Monday through Friday.

Note that because return calls are not coming from
district phones, calls may appear as Restricted or Un-
known. Please note that we are unable to repair devices
that are not owned by the district.

Notes from the Nurse

All prescription medications and over-the-counter
medications require a medication administration
order form from a physician and a parent signature. The
parent or guardian must bring the medication in the
original container to the health office. Students may not
carry any medication (prescribed or over-the-counter)
with the exception of inhalers, epi-pens and diabetic med-
ical supplies.

All 7th Graders and new entrants are required to
have a Physical and Dental Certificate. This is a state
mandate.

School appraisals/physicals will not be completed
due to COVID-19. Please contact your own provider.
We encourage parents/guardians to use their own
provider to monitor ongoing problems and provide medi-
cal consistency.

New York state now requires all schools to request
dental health certificates from parents at the same time we
require a health certificate (in grades K, 2, 4, 7 and 10).


https://horseheadsdistrict.itslearning.com/
https://horseheadsdistrict.itslearning.com/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=KtLKIY3tDEGU4Az1zjSEePHH3UhzI7lDs958K7D4_QlUREpNSVMxWExSMTgxMEw4QVZTR1RQSkpJQS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=KtLKIY3tDEGU4Az1zjSEePHH3UhzI7lDs958K7D4_QlUREpNSVMxWExSMTgxMEw4QVZTR1RQSkpJQS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=KtLKIY3tDEGU4Az1zjSEePHH3UhzI7lDs958K7D4_QlUREpNSVMxWExSMTgxMEw4QVZTR1RQSkpJQS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=KtLKIY3tDEGU4Az1zjSEePHH3UhzI7lDs958K7D4_QlUREpNSVMxWExSMTgxMEw4QVZTR1RQSkpJQS4u
https://hhdsmiddleschool.itemorder.com/sale

A Parent’s Guide to Horseheads Middle School
What You Need to Know About School Safety & Security

chool safety is the job of the entire school community. This effort requires leader-

ship and coordination by school administration and involvement and participation
from all sectors of the school community. Planning, conducting drills and participating in
exercises with law enforcement, fire, emergency officials and other members of the school
community ensures a comprehensive, unified approach to school emergency response plan-
ning. Building relationships and community engagement are vital to building a safer school
community.”

- From the New York State Guide to School Emergency Response Planning, September, 2020

Horseheads Middle School adheres to the comprehensive safety plan developed by New York State
designed to help school districts prepare and plan for varied emergency circumstances. Advance planning
with emergency responders in our district ensures that we are ready to provide the correct, timely response
that may be needed.

Students are drilled on procedures and policies throughout the school year. Along with the usual fire
drills, there will be practice with emergency drills such as for hold-in-place, lock out and lockdown in the
event of an emergency occurring inside or outside of the building. Students are educated in the procedures
for these drills; their knowledge of the plan allows them to perform these drills calmly and orderly. Also,
our School Resource Officer (SRO) maintains an office at the middle school.

Parents’ Bill of Rights for Data Privacy and Security

1. The parent/guardian or eligible student has a right to:
2. inspect and review the student’s education records;

request that records be amended to ensure that they are not inaccurate, misleading, or other-
wise in violation of the student’s privacy rights;

4. consent to disclosure of personally identifiable information contained in the student’s educa-
tion records, except to the extent that the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA)
authorizes disclosure without consent; and

5. file a complaint with the United States Department of Education alleging failure of the
district to comply with FERPA and its regulations. Complaints may be sent to Family Policy
Compliance Office, U.S. Department of Education, 600 Independence Avenue SW, Washing-
ton, DC 20202-4605.




MIDDLE SCHOOL SAFETY AND SECURITY

Safety for our students, staff, and community is a top priority. Visitation to the middle school is very limited. All
visitors should come to the main entrance and press a buzzer to alert the Main Office. Visitors will state their pur-
pose for being at the school, and must be let in by the school’s Main Office secretaries. If dropping off an item for
a student, the item must be left on a cart in the lobby with the student’s name.

Reporting Potential Safety Concerns

We provide a safe and confidential way for Middle School students or their parents to report threats of violence,
suicide and any illegal activity that could harm students in our school. Information will go directly to the attention
of Administration. Each report will be handled and confidentiality maintained. All students will be assigned a
gaggle account.

Safety concerns can be sent to: a_safe hms@gaggle.net

Safe Schools Line

The Horseheads Central School District has an anonymous tip line for students, parents and our community to use
to report rumors, tips or other items of concern regarding district schools. The service is available 24 hours, seven
days a week. All calls are anonymous, unless the caller wishes to leave their name and number. Tip Line: 607-795
-2044 or 1-800-305-4984.

“Student success increases when schools and
families work together. Therefore, please contact us
with any questions, concerns, or suggestions as we
work together to provide valuable learning opportu-
nities for our students.”

- Ron Holloway, principal

Learn up-to-date information about our

schools and district:

- Facebook: The district and each of our seven schools
have pages. “Like” them to see our information in your

news feed To report child abuse
- Twitter: Foll Twi HhdsSchool d
. l\lxrngi;etso ow us on Twitter at @ sSchools to rea or neg lec t, ca ll to ll free

- Follow us on Instagram at hhdsschools 1-800.342-3 720 or

- Visit our district website at

www.horseheadsdistrict.com. ocC f s.ny.g OV/ main/ cps

- Questions about our website or social media? E-mail
hesdinfo@horseheadsdistrict.com



http://www.horseheadsdistrict.com
mailto:hcsdinfo@horseheadsdistrict.com

Emergency drills will still be held this
school year. Safety precautions and social

s c H o o L distancing protocols will be in place.

SAFETY UPDATE

HMS Emergency

— Response Plan

The Horseheads Middle School Building Safety Team has created a multi-faceted
response plan for potentially dangerous situations. Our plan is aligned with The Horse-
heads School District Safety Plan and is developed with the latest information related to
school safety. Our teams are trained and committed to ensuring students and staff remain
safe at school. Cooperating with local first responders is essential for building safety.
Therefore, our building safety plan is reviewed, updated and shared with local first
responders on an annual basis.

EMERGENCY DRILLS

Drills are held at regular intervals throughout the school
year. Students must listen and follow the directions given by
their teacher or school official. Students will be trained
throughout the year in building safety procedures.

Reinforce the importance of all safety drills with
your students. Paying attention and following
directions are crucial for everyone’s safety.

/

Questions or concerns related to school
building safety can be directed to Principal
Ron Holloway at 739-6357.




Tech Support Form

We ask parents, guardians, and students who have technology questions, including is-
sues with district-owned devices and questions about the itslearning management sys-
tem or other district programs, to use the technology support form to submit a support
request: https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?

1d=KtL KIY3tDEGU4Az1zjSEePHH3UhzI71Ds958K7D4 QIUREpNSVMxWEXxSMTgxMEw4QVZTR1RQSkpJQS4u.

A technician will respond as soon as possible. You may also call 607-481-2850 and leave a detailed message about your
technology issue. Know that the details of the form allow us to assist you better than a voicemail. Our tech staff will re-
spond to the forms or voicemails between 9am and 3pm Monday through Friday.

Note that because return calls are not coming from district phones, calls may appear as Restricted or Unknown. Please
note that we are unable to repair devices that are not owned by the district.

itslearning Parent Portal

To access ‘itslearning’, click here https://horseheadsdistrict.itslearning.com/. Parent accounts should be functional
beginning September 28. Use your parent portal login credentials. Your student can login through their student menu.

To view the virtual demonstration, visit our website and click on the District 2020-21 Plan. Scroll down to
“itslearning”, and click on the link.

Wednesday Schedule For
Remote Learning

First Period 8:00 - 8:20
Second Period 8:22 - 8:42
Third Period 8:44 -9:04
Fourth Period 9:06 - 9:26
Fifth Period 9:28 -9:48
Sixth Period 9:50 - 10:10
Seventh Period 10:12 -10:32
Eighth Period 10:34 - 10:54
Ninth Period 10:56 - 11:16



https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=KtLKIY3tDEGU4Az1zjSEePHH3UhzI7lDs958K7D4_QlUREpNSVMxWExSMTgxMEw4QVZTR1RQSkpJQS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=KtLKIY3tDEGU4Az1zjSEePHH3UhzI7lDs958K7D4_QlUREpNSVMxWExSMTgxMEw4QVZTR1RQSkpJQS4u
https://horseheadsdistrict.itslearning.com/

Cohort A- Picture Day 10/19
Cohort A- Makeup Day 12/7
Cohort B- Picture Day 10/22
Cohort B- Makeup Day 12/10

Remote Students- Picture Day 10/21
Remote Makeup Picture Day 12/9

Teamwork...
 divides the task Character Trait for October
and multiplies Responsibility
the success! Think before you ,act. Accept responsibility for the

ur mistakes, or take credit for others’
| trying; don’t quit or give up easily.

b s fo
ﬁ?ﬁ ents‘K

\w o) ‘.-'.' )

consequefices o ‘F)ur choices. Don’t make excuses. Don’t

Be diligent'and industrious.

Career Development Council

The school district has many career related events including career days, career panels, job shadows, class-
room speakers, field trips, and mock interviews. We are always looking for volunteers for these events. We are
looking for parents, grandparents, other adult family members and friends as well as community volunteers in eve-
ry career field.

If you feel your career is not of interest or you are currently at home, you may still M
contribute through mock interviews and other fun classroom events. We will be doing .
many of these events on-line, but they are still important experiences for the career de-
velopment of our students. Most events are only an hour or two on a given day, yet \/é]

earchi

your experience and career knowledge can deeply influence a child’s life, career
goals, and future educational path.

If you are interested in volunteering or learning more about how you can get in- VO U.Ilteers
volved, please contact Deb Lynch, the Career Development Representative for the
Horseheads School District, at (607)795-5320 or dlynch@gstboces.org.

for


mailto:dlynch@gstboces.org

In addition to their teachers and teaching assistants, students at Horse-
heads Middle School have access to staff members trained in social and
emotional health services. Although our training does not equip us to con-
duct in-depth counseling sessions, we are able to assist students and fami-
lies when social and emotional health needs arise. We encourage students
and families to utilize our guidance counselors, social workers, school
psychologists, school nurses, school resource officers and school adminis-
trators whenever a social or emotional health need arises. We can all be
reached by calling 739-6357.

Guidance Counselors: Steve Micknich (A-K) and Marti Clark (L-Z)
School Psychologist: Nicole Marinaccio

Social Workers: Melanie Rahr and Jessica Emanuel

School Nurses: Annette Cobb, Lois Love and Michele Procopio
School Resource Officers: Officer West

School Administrators: Ron Holloway (Principal) and Tom Hoeffner (Assistant Principal)

Educating the Whole Child

Horseheads Middle School consists of a dedicated, knowledgeable and passionate educators whose job it is to
Explore ways to Empower students to Excel academically, socially and emotionally.

As adults, we know we do not perform our best when we are stressed, sick or depressed. We cannot expect any
different when it comes to our children. Negative emotions and experiences interfere with a student’s ability to learn.
When students fear failure, doubt themselves or suffer with stress, they are less likely to succeed academically, so-
cially and emotionally.

It is our goal to create a positive building climate where students feel safe and encouraged to participate in their
education. Our community also plays a vital role in helping our students succeed. Participation in school programs
and supporting our sports and academic events encourages our students to excel academically, socially and emotion-
ally.

Our Parent-Teacher Organization, PTO, is dependent on community involvement to provide our students with
various activities and supports throughout the year. We encourage you to join our PTO and assist with the PTO
sponsored events throughout the year. You can email Ron Holloway at rholloway@horseheadsdistrict.com if you
would like to volunteer.




School Notes

Progress Reports / Report Cards

Parents are informed of student progress in two

Lost and Found
ways. Progress reports are sent home with students

at the five-week point of each marking period. A Lost your lunchbox? Misplaced your math
report card is sent home with students at the end of  book? Check the Lost and Found! There are

the ten-week marking period. blue bins under the table in the Main Office.
Distinguished High Honor Roll ~ 95-100

High Honor Roll 90-94.99

Honor Roll 85-89.99

Failing Grade 64.0 or lower in any course

Attendance Auto-call and Email

To keep you updated regarding your child’s attendance, the middle school will send
you an auto-call and email when your student(s) are absent from school. If a student is
absent from first period, a call and email will be generated and delivered in the morning.
If the student continues to be absent, another call will be generated and delivered in the
evening with all of the periods the student has missed.

PARENT PORTAL

If you have not already signed up, please visit the District webpage. Under the “Quicklinks” section,
hover over “Parent Portal” and click on “Parent Portal Registration Form”. Fill out the form and sub-
mit it, and a link will be sent to your email.

Checking your student’s grades on Parent
Portal? The URL for a computer browser is:

https://schooltool.horseheadsdistrict.com
The URL for the mobile app is:
https://schooltool.horseheadsdistrict.com/sthhweb




Athletic Office
,--“] . Cme Raider Lane » Horseheads,

~") Horscheads Central School District = i

& S-244L

womr horseheadsdistrict com
A D Orene A SO T CE O

Eeptamber 14, 2020

Dear Parents/Guardians of Students in Grades 7-12:

This notice is to inform you that the Southern Tier Athletic Conference (STAC) has postponed
the Fall Sports season. STAC will follow the NYSPHSAA-condensed plan to hold sports seasons
beginning January 4* 2021. Dates for each season are below.

&ll fall student athletes must reregister for fall sports according to the dates below. Student
athletes will need an updated physical to participate in sports. There currently is no physical
waaiver for the start of winter sports.

Winter sports start date: 1/4/21
Winter sports registration opens 12/5,/2020

Unified Bowling start date: 2/1/21
Unified Bowling registration opens 1/2/21

Fall sports start date: 3/1,/21
Fall sports registration opens 1,/30/21

Spring sports start date: 4/159,/21
Spring sports registration opens 3,/20/21

Unified Basketball start date: 4/19/21
Unified Basketball registration opens 3,/20/21

Please continue to check our district athletic web page for any new updates. Thank you.

Susan Pirozzolo

Comrmunity Information Specialist
Horseheads Central School District
143 Hibbard Rd

Horseheads, MY 14845

[BO7) 735-5601, %2295
supirczzi@horseheadsdistrict com

Explore » Empower +« Excel
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Digital Citizen News

Learning in a
Socially Distanced

-
24 Se

v A
%’f 112

tember 2020

Welcome Back! A Grand Reopening Edition - As we bagin Year 4 of our DC initlative

Environment

Let’s Make the 2020-21 School Year a Great One!

WELCONE

o, W &

BACK TO

- L et

g, . EEE Nl e W
il .: C e ] |

L W . AL

i ;il“h_u"lruu RENEIEFT L
"Hack o Schoof wsed o mean e
same ting o most of u= - going
shopping for new school dothes, and
new 2chool =uppliss, g=fing & “school
haircut, meeting & new tzacher.

Thi= yesar it will mean & lof of diferend
thirgs ko el of us.

Some of uz will b= going fo school
100% wiruslly and lesming remotely
like we did ls=t =pring.

Some of use may g0 o school im e
hyeed modie witlh some online/remole
clazs time and some i person time in 2
socially disfanced dazsmom

#nd some of uz may be going “old
schoof with full-ime, in-perscn dazses
- fae way we uzed fo do @

W habever mode or method your school
may be using we now that this =chool
year will be differend for all of us. | wil

even fesl diferent for your leschers
and your princizal.

Try fo make this year a good year
for yourself, your classamates,
your teachers, and your parents.

And let Digita) Cifizenship be a
big part of it!

HHiRIC
ONne DPS

For the 2020-2021 achool yaar we will focus on the aight Keys
to Digital Citizenship. We will sxplore the ISTE standards for
studantz, eapecially the Digital Citizenship standards, which can

be found here, hitp.go. getric orgliste-4-atudents
II--__.- — — -"‘-\.\..\.

The Keys to Digital Citizenship '.
@ DIGITAL SAFETY
G DIGITAL IDENTITY
G DIGITAL RESPECT
| DIGITAL COMMUNICATION
@ DIGITAL PRIVACY
G DIGITAL REPUTATION
G DIGITAL LITERACY

\_ ° DIGITAL SECURITY |

vy
ISTE standards requine evary siudant to ba a good digital glizen. This
reans understanding the dghits and responsibilites that go alemg with using
madern ieshnology. Beyond thal, i reguires siudents 1o act sthically, lagally
and salaly online

It's cnucial for sidents o undersiand how their paersonal inlormmaiion works
arline, mal 1o mantion wiho has access o 1. That helps them conlexiusize
e modern warld and how it works, particulaiy when peopla relerance "Dig
data,” "data mining.” and hacking. By fulliling thess crilada, sudents can
understand the unsean Tactors thal aled thair lives avary day.

Send comments, suggestions, and
guestions to defigsthoces.org
Visit httpilidc.gstboces.org

Volume 4  Issue 1

- Seplember 2020 - page 1 of 3

11



The DIGITAL CITIZENSHIP Pledge ~ Dear %‘“

I will keep myself SAFE on the Internet "I‘me

U ()
I will keep my information PRIVATEand (RN 200 N
SECURE s A

I value my IDENTITY My children are going to be using Microsoft

programs for schoolwork and | waos wondering

I will develop a good REPUTATION online if it was poszible to install the Microsoft office

suite to one of my home devices to allow more

I will COMMUNICATE respectiully L Yo pam ety R iy Lo

programs at once? - Meianie C.

Iamnota CYBERBULLY W, ek yoou K stall Micsosult Difice

on a home device to support your children’s

I am digitally and technologically LITERATE 7§ work athome. In fact, you can install Office

on up to five devices. On the Microzoft Office

I will give CREDIT to others for their work 305 Portal Homee page, 3t Wie Sogi right wil ke

2 link to Inzt3ll Office:

Nl O%ee

lama I"G' IAI. BI'I'IZEN N
% + nousies OUtTosk, UnelDmwe for Busnms

WOrd Exted Poserfore and mose

Part of the GST DOCES Digital Citamnsnip Intiative
O GSY BOCES, BEwrirs, NY hitp:(ide. gsthoces org

Jther st optons

— »0 ct o cr¥orert languace or lestad othee

NEW TO DIGITAL c|T|ZENs|-||p7 e

A GOOD PLACE TO START IS WITH OUR PLEDG

Be szure to choosze which Office 365 apps to

: 3 ) install and follow the prompts to complete
Each of the lines of the pledge ic a positive statement that the process.

goes along with the keys to digital ctizenship from the front Sincarely,

page. We encourage you to read the pledoe dady and Techie Tom

make & part of your reguiar routine. As you read each ine *Just 3 reminder that the school issued
think of your understanding of the key words. uzername and password will be required to

uze 3l Office 365 apps.
Which of these topics do you need to leam more about?
Where can you get more information about what it means ﬂ Microsoft”

{0 be 2 digital ctizen? Ak your teacher o librarian. Ofﬁce 365

o s e BT U T B ot L e ke https:/www.office.com

e RIC mhmwmmmmmmmm
ﬂ“ 1> DPS meAtlasuel-Sepﬁ&rmerzmo-page2ot3
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A Student’s Guide to Device
Maintenance Tips

@) Fower Saving Tips
TIF: Tarn off your device when you are oot a=ng it. WHY: It will sy charged longer!
TIF: Tarn off your device befors charmrine it in the cart. WHY: It will charge faster. and WHY: It will

g=t hot if left on which may damage the device.
TIF: Check for the light to blink once when putting the devics in the cart for charging. WHTY: The Light

lets yoa know the charger i= conmected.
Weh BErows=er Tips
TIF: Uze Chrome first, expecially for Schoolosy - Use Edpe a5 a backap. DO NOT USE: Internet
Explorez. Microsoft iz abandoning development oa it

W | File Saving Tips
TIP: Save your fil=x to your OoeDrive. DON'T sawve them directly to pour device. WHY: I pour device
mesds to be fxed. Tour files may get etased. If they are saved o your CoeDinive you can access them

from anywhere.
TIF: When connecting to pour Ooelivive nze your lastname-firssnamedestbores.org to login (this sl
work for all GS5T diztrict=).

Ej Windows Update Tips

TIF: Windows updates are pushed twnce 2 month - If yoa se= 2 ootification about a restart or a small
green sguare in the rght of the bottom taskbar, please restart yoar device. WHY: Updates belp your

device ran better and correct bugs/slitches.

'\ Other Issues or Problem Tips

BEST TIE: If your device i=n't working properly - try RESTARTING it.
ANOTHER TIF: Let your carrent teacher/staff member know what i= happening.
FIMAL TIP: Contact the IT or Tech Services (Mfce. They are there to help. /

New App gives local students access to :
. . “Having accsas to thess
E-books without a Library Card sudiobooks and sbooks

Thanks to the Sora app all k-12 students in G5T BOCES districts ﬂﬂﬂﬂ'ﬂl_f- ""“:m'?'“

nione ave access to thousands of age-appropriate books .

electronically, including both their schools and the public library "And the besat part is that you

e-book collection. can take your books with you
on any devics.”

To learn more about the Sora app, contact your school librarian Mary Ann Mursos

or visit your school library webpage or the G5T School Library  School Lisrany Systems Coordinatar

webpage at hitp://zo gstric.org /school-libraries. for 5T BOCES

-ll.Elc Thiz Newsletter prepared for RIC ONE Data Privacy and Security
IIII LA DPS ioluma 4 | lasus 1 - September 2020 - page 3 of 3 ':':";l..
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1 WEAR MY

TopRoteEcT /1)
AS WELLAS ) /S3L3

DIGITAL CITIZENS ARE
KNOWLEDGEABLE, RESPONSIBLE, ‘
AND CARING PERSONS USING L
TECHNOLOGY TO MAKE GOOD
DECISIONS FOR THE FUTURE

AT LEAST 6 feet or 2 meters

X >
FCOMPLIANCE_BASED ON_SCIENCE

- RI C GST BOCES Digital Citizenship Initiative

Safe Socially Distancing - September 2020

One DPS Visit http://dc.gstboces.o
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THINK

Your written and verbal communication should be:

True
Helpful

Inspiring

Necessary

Students who follow The RAIDER WAY are:

. Trustworthy
. Respectful
. Responsible

. Fair and Just

. Caring and Kind
. Good Citizen
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The Four Principles of the Fish Philosophy:

Fish Philosophy

PLAY  BETHERE -
VLETHEIR™ CHOOSE YoUR
DLY ATTiTUDE

What’s a fishmonger, you ask? A person who sells fish of course! In 1930s Seattle, Washington, a fish-
market stall opened at the Pike Place Market. The Pike Place Fish Company served its customers well
for decades. When former employee, now owner, John Yokoyama, began to stir the pot, he found a bet-
ter way for his employees to enjoy their job. The self-proclaimed World Famous Pike Place Fish Mar-
ket became known as the place where the fishmongers threw fish — literally! The fishmongers put on a
show that the customers loved. They would throw whole fish across their stall, sometimes to the cus-
tomer. Each transaction became a positive, uplifting experience for everyone. The fish market became
one of Seattle’s top tourist attractions. How did this happen? Fish Philosophy, of course.

The workers there found that four basic principles were their key to success:
Be there in the moment (for their customers)
Play (by putting on a show)
Make their day (involving the customers)
Choose your attitude (how do you want to feel?)

At Horseheads Middle School, we want to be there
for our kids every day! By following these “Fish Phi-

losophies™ at school and at home, we will all benefit PLAY
. . . . IS NOT A SPECIFIC
by having more fun, being involved in each others’ e
. . . . . THAT BRINGS NEW | i
daily lives, and continuing to learn and grow in a ikl | - osoueon
CREATIVE — [HO NEEDS A HELPING HAND, A Wm!
pOSitiVe atmosphere. SOLUTIONS. OR A GOOD EAR - AND

[=
- BECOME ENGAGEDWITH -

| ALLYOUR HEART IN © R

* CHOOSE YOUR ATTITUDE

| YOURATTITUDE IS YOUR REACTION TO WHAT LIFE HANDS YOU,

WHATEVER YOU DO =
AND THRIVE! =

5
=

1 FISHY ) o ovey vou caw choose THATREACTION.

st
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“tf pavents want to give thelr children a gift, the best thing they can

“I can’t do it,

YET?" do Ls to teach their chiloren to love chatlenges, be intrigued

by wistakes, enjoy effort, and keep on Llearning. That way, thelr
children don't have to be staves of pratse. They will have a Lifelong way to build and
repair thelr own confidence.”

— Carol S, Dweek

Ms. Dweck s the Lewis and Virginia Eaton
Professor of Psychology at Stanford University

What Kind of Mindset Do You Have?

I can learn anything I want to. I'm either good at it, or I'm not.
When I'm frustrated, I persevere. When I'm frustrated, I give up.

I want to challenge myself. I don’t like to be challenged.
When I fail, I learn. When I fail, I'm no good.

Tell me I try hard. Tell me I'm smart.

If you succeed, I'm inspired. If you succeed, I feel threatened.
My effort and attitude determine everything. My abilities determine everything.

Created by: Reid Wilson @wayfaringpath @ ®& @  Icon from: thenounproject.com

ere at Horseheads Middle School, we strive to build confidence in all of our students, challenge

them when they fail, and teach them how to develop a strong work ethic. All students have

abilities; we work with them to stretch their minds to see what they can push themselves to
accomplish. Effort alone is not enough to develop or strengthen a growth mindset. Trying new strategies,
learning who to ask or where to go for direction when stuck are what build a successful student. As the
great Albert Einstein said, “Anyone who has never made a mistake has never tried anything new”.
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DIGNITY FORALDR
STUDE N—Tij ACT
Dignity For All Students Act

New York State’s Dignity for All Students Act (The Dignity Act)
seeks to provide the State’s public elementary and secondary school students with a safe and sup-
portive environment free from discrimination, intimidation, taunting, harassment, and bullying on

school property, a school bus and/or at a school function.

The Horseheads School District Code of Conduct describes harassment as follows:

“Harassment” and/or “bullying” means an intentional act against any student, on school property

or at a school function, that creates a hostile environment by conduct, with or without physical

contact by verbal threats, intimidation or abuse, including cyberbullying of such a severe nature

that it:

o has or would have the effect of unreasonably and substantially interfering with a student’s edu-
cational performance, opportunities or benefits, or mental, emotional or physical well-being; or

e reasonably causes or would reasonably be expected to cause a student to fear for his or her
physical safety.

o reasonably causes or would reasonably be expected to cause physical injury or emotional harm
to a student; or

e occurs off school property and creates or would foreseeably create a risk of substantial disrup-
tion within the school environment, where it is foreseeable that the conduct, threats, intimida-

tion or abuse might reach school property.

“Emotional Harm” that takes place in the context of harassment or bullying shall be defined as
harm to a student’s emotional well-being through creation of a hostile school environment that is
SO severe or pervasive as to unreasonably and substantially interfere with a student’s education.
Such conduct shall include, but is not limited to, acts based on a person’s actual or perceived race,
color, weight, national origin, ethnic group, religion, religious practice, disability, sexual orienta-
tion, gender or sex.

Continued on next page
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Acts of harassment and bullying shall include, but not be limited to, those acts based upon a per-
son’s actual or perceived race, color, weight, national origin, ethnic group, religion, religious

practice, disability, sexual orientation, gender or sex.

At Horseheads Middle School, harassment is not tolerated. Section B of the Prohibited Student
Conduct, as listed in the Student Handbook’s Code of Conduct, students are subject to discipli-
nary sanctions. Students will not engage in any conduct that endangers the safety, morals and
health and welfare of others.

If you feel your child is being bullied at school, please contact Principal Ron Holloway immedi-

ately at 739-6357.

Safe Schools Hotline - 607-795-2044




Parking Lot Safety

Due to the large volume of students being dropped off in the morning, the drop-off line can become very
long. We ask that you help alleviate unnecessary wait time by following these simple procedures:

o Utilize the entire drop-off lane. Please do not wait until you have pulled up to the Middle School main

entrance to drop off your students. Approximately 10 cars can drop off students simultaneously. Please
stay in line.

o Students should exit the vehicle as soon as it is safely stopped. Please be sure students have all of their
belongings ready to go.

e Do not drop students off on the road.

e Students should be exiting the car no later than 7:40. This will allow them to arrive in their 1st period class
by the 7:45 tardy bell. Drop off early; the closer to 7:40 you get, the more traffic you will experience.

Thank you for your patience and helping our morning drop off go as safely and efficiently as possible.

Note that there is only one driveway into the parking lot,
and one driveway out of the parking lot.

Morning Drop-Off
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Information about Emergency School Closings and Delays

Schools are closed when the weather makes it impossible to have
reasonable attendance or when the schools or vehicles would not
be able to operate safely. The school day is delayed when inclem-
ent weather conditions improve by early morning. Inclement
weather may include snow, ice, and freezing temperatures. If the
school day is delayed, buses will run and schools will open two
hours later than the usual time.

If it 1s necessary to close or delay schools, the information will be
posted on the district’s website at www.horseheadsdistrict.com,
the district’s Facebook pages, Twitter and the local television and
radio stations. Horseheads schools now uses SchoolMessenger to
alert you of school closings or emergencies. Opt-In from your
mobile phone: Just send “Y” or “YES” to 67587.

21




—

10. Be there for them

¥ ® 2N kWb

What You Can Do at Home to Help Students Be Successful

Know their friends
Provide a distraction-free environment for homework

Provide them with organizational tools and teach them how to use them

Monitor Parent Portal and encourage them to do the same
Teach them to self-advocate ] l

Help them recognize their “stressors”

Encourage their curiosity
Be a positive role model

Teach them to think creatively

Horseheads Middle School:

Home of the Raider Way
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