
If You Need Support, Contact Us 

Our Phones Are Still 

Being Answered 

607-739-6357   

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

All NYS Assessments Have Been Cancelled. See the New York State 

Education Department website for COVID –19 related information 

at:  http://www.nysed.gov/ 

What’s Happening 
at HMS 

Extended School Dismissal 
Through the End of the 

School Year   

Stay tuned for any changes 
 

Marking Period 4 
Grading Procedures  

See Page 3 

Need Assistance With Food?  

CALL THE CHEMUNG COUNTY 

COVID 19 HOTLINE at 607-873-1813 

See additional food information on page 2. 

Governor Extends School Closure 

for the Remainder of the School Year 

Stay updated with district-related news at: https//:www.horseheadsdistrict.com 

Construction Update: 

Work will begin soon on the art and 

technology rooms. With an early start, we are 

hoping they will be ready for September. 

Also, the front parking lot is expected to be 

under construction this summer.  

Watch for signs. 

http://www.nysed.gov/


New Grading Procedures 

Below is information on grading procedures to be used beginning May 4 and extend-

ing through June 18th, as the result of the governor’s extension of his order to close 

schools for the remainder of the school year. If you have questions, please contact 

your school’s principal.  

High School, Middle School, Intermediate School (grades 5-12)  

Assignment Grades:  

• Work will represent the essential learning for the course 

• Students will receive feedback and grades on assignments 

• Teachers will follow grading procedures established prior to the dismissal, adjusting as appropriate 

• In acknowledgment of the current situation, assignments can be submitted within two weeks of its as-signed due date, but 

keep in mind the end of the school year  

 Teachers, support staff, and administrators will follow up with students and families when students are not engaging with 

their teacher.  

A variety of supports will be made available to students and families to address barriers to their success during  

the dismissal.  

Final Marking Period Grades  

• Teachers will enter final marking period grades based on the latest and best evidence available from stu-

dents in this extended dismissal. The final marking period will be converted to a letter grade based on the 

following:  

 Honors (H): 85% or greater  

 Pass (P): 65% to 84%  

 Fail (F): 64% or lower  

• Failing grade must represent work completed by students with proof that there are no barriers to access as detailed earlier.  

 Comments will inform parents and students of new learning environment situations.  

All grades will be reviewed by building administration. 

 

Local and State Final Exams  
• There will be no local final exams or Regents (June and August 2020 Regents exams canceled by the state).  

 New York State Education Department has exempted those students scheduled to take Regents Exams for June and 

August 2020. There is no limitation and no affect on diploma types awarded this year or in the future.  

Overall Course Grades  
• Final course averages will also be converted to the same H/P/F system as noted in the Final Marking Period Grades section.  

• High School: spring full credit classes Marking Period 5, 6, and the Final Marking Period (MP8) will be considered in the 

final course grade. Marking Period 7 will not be factored at all into the overall grade for a course.  

• Any Middle School and Intermediate School class currently running will be converted to the H/P/F system for the final 

course average.  

 All grades will be reviewed by building administration. 

 

Questions: Contact Mr. Ron Holloway, Middle School Principal: (607) 739-6357. 



Checking your student’s grades on Parent 

Portal? The URL for  a computer browser is: 

https://schooltool.horseheadsdistrict.com 

The URL for the mobile app is: 

https://schooltool.horseheadsdistrict.com/sthhweb 

Please Note 

Parent Portal will close down 

Monday, July 6. It will reopen 

Wednesday, September 9.  

Marking Period 4 ends June 18th. 

Report cards will be mailed home July 1. 





 

Horseheads 2020-21 Budget Development  

Budget Vote/Board Election by Absentee Ballot This Year 
  
In accordance with New York State Governor Andrew Cuo­mo’s Executive Or-
der, the Horseheads Central School District will hold the 2020-21 Budget Vote/
Board of  Education Election via absentee ballot only.  
  
Ballots will be mailed to those eligible voters who voted in the 2019 annual vote. 
In addition, applications for absentee ballots may also be applied for at the office 
of  the District Clerk for any qualified voter in the district who did not vote in the 
2019 annual vote. Contact the District Clerk at 607-739-5601 ext. 4260 to schedule 
an appointment to complete the application for a ballot to be mailed to you. Such 
applica­tions for an absentee ballot must be received by the District Clerk at least 
seven days before the vote if  the ballot is to be mailed to the absentee voter or the 
day before the vote if  the ballot is to be picked up by the absentee voter by sched-
uled appointment at the district office. Absentee ballots must be received in the 
office of  the District Clerk, 143 Hibbard Road, Horseheads, NY 14845, not later 
than 5 p.m. on June 9 in order to be counted.  

  
All district residents are eligible to vote, as long as they meet the following require-
ments: 
- Are a U.S. citizen 
- Are 18 years of  age or older on the day of  the vote 
- Have lived in the district for at least 30 days prior to the vote  
- Are not restricted from voting in general elections based on election law 
  
A public hearing will be held at 6 p.m. on Monday, June 1, 2020, virtually at 
http://Ideas.gstboces.org/hhds. (After June 1, a video of  the hearing will be at 
www.horseheadsdistrict.com/Budget2020-21.cfm.  

  
For more information on the proposed budget, please go to https://
horseheadsdistrict. 

http://Ideas.gstboces.org/hhds
http://www.horseheadsdistrict.com/Budget2020-21.cfm
https://horseheadsdistrict
https://horseheadsdistrict




The Digital Citizenship News is an invaluable tool for parents and students alike to 

learn about and protect themselves on the Internet. Follow this link to read the 

monthly newsletters for more information you can use to keep your family safe 

online. 

http://www.horseheadsdistrict.com/digcitnews.cfm 

 
Character Trait of the Month 

Caring 

Show you care about others through kindness, caring, 

sharing and compassion. Live by the Golden Rule. 

Help others. Don’t be selfish. Don’t be mean, cruel or 

insensitive to others’ feelings. 

http://www.horseheadsdistrict.com/digcitnews.cfm














Summer Reading Log 



Notes from the Nurse 



Notes from the Nurse 



Farewell & 
Good Luck! 

 

Ms. Fischer 

Spanish 

Moving to the High School 

& 

Ms. Mathieson 

Orchestra 

Pursuing her Master’s Degree 

HMS Honors 
our Retirees 

 

Mr. Palmer 

Choir 

& 

Ms. Gould 

Science 





Pesticide Application 
 

New York State Education Law Section 409-H, effective July 1, 2001, requires all public and nonpublic elementary and 
secondary schools to provide written notification to all persons in parental relation, faculty and staff, regarding the po-
tential use of pesticides periodically throughout the school year. 
 
The Horseheads School District is required to maintain a registry of persons in parental relation, faculty and staff who 
wish to receive 48-hour prior written notification of certain pesticide applications. The following pesticide applications 
are not subject to prior notification requirements:  
 A school remains unoccupied for a continuous 72 hours following an application 
 Anti-microbial products 
 Nonvolatile rodenticides in tamper resistant bait stations in areas inaccessible to children 
 Nonvolatile insecticidal baits in tamper resistant bait stations in areas inaccessible to children 
 Boric acid and di-sodium octaborate tetrahydrate 
 The application of EPA designated biopesticides 
 The application of EPA designated exempt materials under Title 40, Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 

152.25 
 
The use of aerosol products with a directed spray in containers of 18 fluid ounces or less when used to protect individu-
als from an imminent threat from stinging and biting insects, including venomous spiders, bees, wasps and hornets. In 
the event of an emergency application necessary to protect against an imminent threat to human health, a good-faith ef-
fort will be made to supply written notification to those on the 48-hour prior notification registry.  
 
If you would like to receive 48-hour prior notification of pesticide applications that are scheduled to occur in your 
school, please complete the attached form and return it to Tony Stager, the Horseheads School District pesticide repre-
sentative at: Horseheads School District, Facilities Services, 507 Fletcher Street, Horseheads, NY 14845. You may also 
fax this form to (607)795-2595. 
 
Please note: Four times per year via newsletter or equivalent, a written announcement concerning impending pesticide 
applications, pesticide use, “emergency” applications and any other associated pesticide use will be provided. This will 
occur at the beginning of the school year, at the end of the winter recess, the end of the spring recess and the end of the 
school year. Please feel free to contact Tony Stager at the District Safety Office at 739-5601 ext. 4270 if you have any 
questions or require further information concerning these requirements.  
 

 
 

Forty-eight Hour Pesticide Application Prior Notification Form 
 

Is email an appropriate method for notifying you of an impending pesticide application? Yes/No 
 
If not, you will receive a brief notification letter 48 hours prior to an impending pesticide application. Every effort will 

be made to ensure the notification reaches you 48 hours (or more) in advance of the pesticide application. This time may 

vary slightly due to postal conditions beyond the control of the district. 

Horseheads School District Request for Pesticide Application Notification 
 

School Building (or field)_____________________________________________ 
  

Your Name & Address _______________________________________________ 
 
 
Phone or Cell Phone ________________________________________________ 
 

Email Address ____________________________________________________ 

 

Return to the Main Office, or mail to Horseheads Middle School, 950 Sing Sing Road, Horseheads, NY 14845. 



Enjoy the Outdoors...Safely! 

Getting outdoors to walk, jog, hike, garden, ride a bicycle or visit a park are 
healthy ways to stay active, spend time with your family, and reduce stress 
and anxiety while engaging in social distancing strategies. 

These are some simple ways you can protect you and your family from COVID-19 while enjoying 
the outdoors.  

Everyone must:  

 Avoid close contact with people, even when outside. Keep a distance of at least 6 feet to help slow   
 the spread of COVID-19 

 Avoid games and activities that require close contact 

 Avoid frequently touched surfaces and objects. This includes playground equipment like slides 
       and swings 

 Don’t share equipment such as bicycles, helmets, balls or frisbees 

 Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands 

 Cover your cough and sneezes with a tissue and discard the tissue in a closed container 

 Wash your hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds or use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer                  
 containing at least 60% alcohol in these instances:  

 When you return indoors 

 before and after eating 

 after using the restroom 

 after coughing or sneezing 

 after touching surfaces or items that may be contaminated 

If you are sick or had contact with someone who is sick in the last 14 days:  

 You should stay home  

 You may enjoy spending time in your own backyard or other personal outdoor space but should not 
go into public outdoor spaces 

 
Information from: https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/protect-yourself-and-your-family-coronavirus-covid-19? 



Round Lake, NY in Saratoga County, NE of Schenectady. 



District Dignity Act Coordinator 

The Dignity Act Coordinator (DAC) for the Horseheads Central School District is Caitlin DeFilippo, 

director of Human Resources.  If there is a complaint regarding discrimination, harassment or bullying of any student, the 

complaint should be filed with Caitlin DeFilippo, at One Raider Lane, Horseheads, NY 14845; 607-739-5601 x 4211 or at 

cdefilippo@horseheadsdistrict.com.  

Middle School Dignity Act Coordinator 

The Dignity Act Coordinator (DAC) for the Horseheads Middle School is Ron Holloway, building principal.  

If there is a complaint regarding discrimination, harassment or bullying of any student, the complaint should be filed with 

Mr. Holloway at 950 Sing Sing Rd., Horseheads, NY 14845; 739-6357 x 3640 or at rholloway@horseheadsdistrict.com. 

 

Notice 

The Horseheads Central School District offers educational programs without regard to race, color, national origin, creed, 

religion, marital status, military status, sex, sexual orientation, age, gender identity, predisposing genetic characteristic, or 

disability, and provides equal access to applicable groups under the Boy Scouts of America Equal Access Act. Inquiries re-

garding this policy may be made to Caitlin DeFilippo, Title IX/DASA Coordinator, and Co-Civil Rights Compliance Of-

ficer; Anthony Gill, Co-Civil Rights Compliance Officer; or Kelly Squires, Section 504 Coordinator, Horseheads Central 

School District, One Raider Lane, Horseheads, NY 14845, (607) 739-5601. 

 

This policy of non-discrimination includes access by students to educational programs, counseling services, course 

offerings, and activities, as well as recruitment and appointment of employees and employment pay, benefits, advancement 

and/or termination. 

Horseheads Middle School: 

Home of the Raider Way 


