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“We will open the book. Its pages are blank. We are going to put words on them ourselves. 

The book is called Opportunity and its first chapter is New Year’s Day”- Edith Lovejoy Pierce 

GENERAL INFORMATION: 

Gardner Road School Hours 

8:00 a.m. to 2:25 p.m. 

Tardy Bell – 8:15 AM 

Gardner Road Office Hours 

7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

Elementary Lunches (K-6) 

Breakfast: $1.25  

Lunch: $2:10 

https://horseheadscafeteria.gstboces.org/  

 
 

Dear Gardner Road Families –  

   Happy New Year and welcome to 2023 at Gardner Road Elementary School.  

We finished off 2022 with many great events at our school.   

Thank you to the GRPTO for hosting the Holiday Shoppe.  Our hallways were 

full of joy with our holiday spirit week, Polar Express, and our annual winter 

sing along (thank you Mrs. Smith).  January brings us many events so be on the 

lookout for details on Bowling Night and the Scripps Spelling Bee.  Please also 

be on the lookout to sign up for our March Talent Show.  Details will also be 

coming out soon for our May Innovation and Marketplace Fair. 

     Thank you to the entire Gardner Road community for your generous 

donations to our Toys for Tots drive and our Gardner Road Food Pantry Drive.  

These items will be appreciated by the families that receive them.  For January, 

please help me in thanking our Board of Education for all the volunteer hours 

they give back to our district in for School Board Appreciation Month.  

     The district seeks a new image to represent the Horseheads Blue Raiders. 

Students, alumni, and community members are welcome to submit a design. 

Deadline is January 31, at 3 p.m. For more information and the submission 

form, please click below.  
https://horseheadsdistrict.com/releases/HCSD%20Image%20Information%20and%20Application.pdf.     
     This month, we will come to the mid-year point of the school year as the 2nd 

marking period ends on the 20th and report cards come home on the 27th.  Please 

note that a mark of ‘3’ on the report card means that your child is meeting grade 

level expectations.  A mark of ‘4’ means your child is completing above grade 

level work and a ‘2’ means they are making progress on grade level skills.  If 

you have any questions about your child’s report card, please feel free to 

contact your child’s teacher.   

     Be sure to check out our school website for updates and please keep up to 

date with the happenings at our school, by following our Facebook and 

Twitter pages.  We look forward to seeing you throughout the school year at 

Gardner Road.  Please contact me if you need anything, have questions, or 

would just like to chat about our school/your child.  

   

     Your Partner in Education, 

 

 

Patrick Patterson - Principal 

https://horseheadscafeteria.gstboces.org/
https://horseheadsdistrict.com/releases/HCSD%20Image%20Information%20and%20Application.pdf
https://www.horseheadsdistrict.com/HHGR.cfm
https://www.facebook.com/Gardner-Road-Elementary-School-193266287374739/
https://twitter.com/GARDNER_RD_PRIN
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjplqDUxd_gAhWphOAKHVVpDZcQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://tlcneighborhood.com/flapjack-fundraiser/4269-horseheads-lady-raiders-varsity-swimming/&psig=AOvVaw1LdFvf-QYbG6bjcywxLsCf&ust=1551481632100605
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Gardner Road Main Office Updates: 
School Delays and Closings: 

The cold, slippery, white flakes are just around the corner. When the ice and snow arrive, it is often necessary 

to delay or close schools. The announcements can be found on our District website 

www.horseheadsdistrict.com  and the local media stations. In the event of a 1 or 2-hour delay, students can be 

dropped off at the cafeteria entrance beginning at the adjusted time. Please be aware that NO breakfast is 

served when there is a 2-hour delay. I will also post our status on the Gardner Road Twitter feed which can be 

found on the school website. To sign up for the tweets, go to our school website and follow the link.  Also, 

please remember that pre-kindergarten starts at 10:30 on a 2-hour delay day. 
 

Recess: 

Students will be going outside for recess as the weather becomes colder (20 degrees wind-chill and warmer).  

Please make sure that your child has a warm coat, a hat and gloves/mittens so they can stay warm as they play.  
 

Spring New York Assessment Dates (Grades 3 & 4):  

English Language Arts: April 19, 2023 and April 20, 2023       

Math:    May 3, 2023 and May 4, 2023  

 

     
 
 December Snapshots (See more on our Twitter & Facebook pages) 

 

 
 

http://www.horseheadsdistrict.com/
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January’s 

Character Trait is: 
 

 

 

Horseheads Central School 

District’s Mission & Vision: 
 

Horseheads Central School District sets the standard of 

educational excellence by fostering innovative thinking, 

curiosity, and a passion for learning to maximize the 

potential of each individual. We engage with our local 

and global communities to provide a student-centered, 

nurturing environment. 

EXPLORE        EMPOWER       EXCEL 

The Horseheads Central School District offers educational programs without regard to race, color, national origin, creed, religion, marital status, military status, sex, 

sexual orientation, age, gender identity, predisposing genetic characteristic, or disability, and provides equal access to applicable groups under the Boy Scouts of America 

Equal Access Act. Inquiries regarding this policy may be made to Caitlin DeFilippo, Title IX/DASA Coordinator, and Co-Civil Rights Compliance Officer; Anthony Gill, 

Co-Civil Rights Compliance Officer; or Kelly Squires, Section 504 Coordinator, Horseheads Central School District, One Raider Lane, Horseheads, NY 14845, (607) 

739-5601. 

 

The Dignity Act Coordinator (DAC) for the Horseheads Central School District is Caitlin DeFilippo, director of Human Resources. If there is a complaint regarding 

discrimination, harassment or bullying of any student, the complaint should be filed with Caitlin DeFilippo at One Raider Lane, Horseheads, NY 14845; 607-739-5601, 

x4211, or cdefilippo@horseheadsdistrict.com. The Dignity Act Coordinator (DAC) for Gardner Road Elementary is Patrick Patterson.  Complaints regarding 

discrimination, harassment, or bullying of any student should be referred to Patrick Patterson at (607) 739 – 6347. 

 

 

Great Job to our 4th Grade Chorus! 

 
Our 4th Grade Chorus sounded great at their winter concert under the 

direction of our music teacher, Mrs. Smith.   

To report child abuse or 

neglect call toll free 

1-800-342-3720 or 

ocfs.ny.gov/main/cps 
 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjplqDUxd_gAhWphOAKHVVpDZcQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://tlcneighborhood.com/flapjack-fundraiser/4269-horseheads-lady-raiders-varsity-swimming/&psig=AOvVaw1LdFvf-QYbG6bjcywxLsCf&ust=1551481632100605


 
Athletic Office 

One Raider Lane • Horseheads, NY 14845 
(607) 739-5601, x4254 • Fax (607) 795-2440 

www.horseheadsdistrict.com 
       

 
Explore     •     Empower     •     Excel 

2022-2023 Swim Lesson Update 

Registration for Session 2 of swimming lessons for students in grades K-6 will be on Saturday, January 14, 
2023, from 9am - 12pm in the hallway outside of the Horseheads High School pool. We will not be testing out 
children but will move them to appropriate levels if the level you sign up for is not meeting their needs. 

The registration fee is $30 for each session and checks can be made out to “Horseheads Central School 
District”.  All information will be on our district website http://horseheadsdistrict.com/pool.cfm.  You can also 
go to our district website horseheadsdistrict.com and go to the community tab and our schedule is there.  Any 
cancelations will be posted on the district Facebook page (search Horseheads Central School District). If you 
cannot make the date(s) for registration, you may register at the next class. Please do not call to register your 
son or daughter because we cannot register via phone.                                                                                                        

Sincerely, 

Jared Zembek 
HHSD Pool Director 
jzembek@horseheadsdistrict.com  
 
 

Dates for Lessons:   
 

Session 1     Session 2     Session 3 

Oct. 29 Jan. 21 Mar. 18  

Nov. 5 Jan. 28 Mar. 25 

Nov. 19 Feb. 4 Apr. 15 

Dec. 3 Feb. 11 Apr. 22 

Dec. 10 Feb. 18 Apr 29  

Dec. 17 Feb. 29 May 6 

Jan. 7 Mar. 4 May 13 

Jan. 14 Mar. 11 May 20 

 
 *Jan. 14 and March 11 are sign up days but there are also lessons that day. 

 

Time Slots (Levels I – VI) 

9:00-9:35am 

9:40-10:15am 

10:20-10:55am 

11:00-11:35am 

11:40am-12:15pm 

12:20-12:55pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

     
       

 

http://www.horseheadsdistrict.com/
http://horseheadsdistrict.com/pool.cfm
mailto:jzembek@horseheadsdistrict.com


This newsletter is our final issue of The Digital Citizen News, Visit our website: http://www.gstric.org/digital-citizenship.

Digital Citizen News
December 2022
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http://www.gstric.org/digital-citizenship


This monthly newsletter is created as part of GST BOCES Digital Citizenship Initiative. Send your comments, 
questions, and suggestions to dc@gstboces.org. Visit our website: http://www.gstric.org/digital-citizenship.

GST BOCES Digital Citizenship Newsletter - Volume 6 - Issue 4 - page 2

Digital Citizen News - December 2022 Have a Happy New Year in 2023!

We encourage all digital citizens to continue to learn new technologies and skills, 
and to continue to stand up against fake news, intimidation, and bullying online.

ON THE NEXT FOUR PAGES

STUDENT  
ART  

POSTERS

WE PROUDLY 
PRESENT 

OUR FINAL

4

Last month we explored the application of Artificial Intelligence/Machine 
Learning applied to generating images on the fly. ChatGPT is an application 
from OpenAI that applies the same ML engine (GPT-3) to create original text 
and conversation. You give it a prompt and ChatGPT generates the text

ChatGPT: Artificially Speaking

TWITTER’S GOLDEN RULE:

You Want To Be
Others The Way
TWEET

TWEETED!

A quote from Peg Fitzgerald, social 
media speaker, trainer, and author

http://go.gstric.org/604-tweeting

ChatGPT composes a rap about 
itself from the prompt above.

About ChatGPT - http://go.gstric.org/604-about-chatgpt 

       Video: OpenAI’s ChatGPT is a massive step  
       forward - http://go.gstric.org/604-chatgpt-video

                 GPT-3 Powers the Next Generation of Apps -  
                 http://go.gstric.org/604-gpt-3 

Since this is the last issue of our newsletter, we would like 
to let you know about an initiative from the Department of 
Homeland Security call #BE CYBER SMART. As you look 
forward take a little time to explore the materials at their 
site. http://go.gstric.org/604-be-cyber-smart 

Learn and share current facts http://go.gstric.org/604-smart-facts

CYBERSECURITY and 
INFRASTRUCTURE  
SECURITY AGENCY

PROTECT 
YOUR 

IDENTITY

Quick Cyber Lessons topics  http://go.gstric.org/604-smart-lessonshttp://go.gstric.org/604-be-cyber-smart

Visit the website to learn about:

http://go.gstric.org/604-be-cyber-smart
http://go.gstric.org/604-be-cyber-smart
mailto:dc@gstboces.org
http://www.gstric.org/digital-citizenship
http://go.gstric.org/604-smart-lessons
http://go.gstric.org/604-about-chatgpt
http://go.gstric.org/604-chatgpt-video
http://go.gstric.org/604-gpt-3
http://go.gstric.org/604-tweeting
http://go.gstric.org/604-smart-facts


DIGITAL CITIZENSHIP POSTER ART CONTEST WINNER 2021-2022 School Year
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OUR POSTER WINNER

FOR MARCH 2023

“Stay Safe Online” created by Daisy 
as a ninth grader

http://go.gstric.org/510-winners

http://go.gstric.org/510-winners


DIGITAL CITIZENSHIP POSTER ART CONTEST WINNER 2021-2022 School Year
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OUR POSTER WINNER

FOR APRIL 2023

“Checklist” created by Chloe 
as a ninth grader

http://go.gstric.org/510-winners

http://go.gstric.org/510-winners


DIGITAL CITIZENSHIP POSTER ART CONTEST WINNER 2021-2022 School Year
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OUR POSTER WINNER

FOR MAY 2023

“I Am Digital” created by Faith 
as a ninth grader

http://go.gstric.org/510-winners

http://go.gstric.org/510-winners


DIGITAL CITIZENSHIP POSTER ART CONTEST WINNER 2021-2022 School Year
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OUR POSTER WINNER

FOR JUNE 2023

“I Am” created by Raquel 
as a ninth grader

http://go.gstric.org/510-winners

http://go.gstric.org/510-winners
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School Board Appreciation 

Month 

 

4                               Day 6 

 

 

 

5                             Day 1 

 

 

 

6                               Day 2 

 

 

 

9                               Day 3 

 

 

 

10                                 Day 4 

 

 

 

11                                   Day 5 

 

 

 

12                                   Day 6 

 

 

13                                   Day 1 

 

16                           No School 17                                  Day 2 

 

 

 

18                                    Day 3 

 

19                                   Day 4 

 

BOE Meeting 

6:00 HS 

20                                    Day 5 

 

GRPTO 

Bowling 

Night 

6:-00 

23                               Day 6 

 

 

 

24                                    Day 1 

 

 

String Showcase 

HS Aud 7:00 

 

25                                     Day 2 

 

 

 

26                                    Day 3 

 

27                                   Day 4 

 

Report Cards Go Home 

 

Scripps Spelling 

Bee 5:45 GR Café’  

30                     

 

 

 

Superintendent’s 

Conference Day 

31                               Day 5 

 

 

 

Character Education Tips for Home:  Fairness 

-Share treats at home…”I cut- you pick” 
-Act out skits 
-Talk as a family about why games have rules 
-Discuss with your child what they think fairness is   

January 2023 
Gardner Road Elementary School 
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