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Gardner Road Main Office Reminders:  
 
 

Building Security - entering:  
For the safety of all students and staff at Gardner Road, all doors are locked 24 hours a day. We do welcome your visit to our school. 
Please report to the main entrance and press the buzzer to your right near the main entrance. You will be prompted for your name and 
purpose of visit. Then the secretaries will buzz you in. Please report directly to the lobby to sign in. 
 

Bringing Items in for your Child During School:  
To provide the most consistent learning environment for your children, we do not interrupt the classrooms during the school day. We 
understand that in the rush to leave the house in the morning, things are forgotten such as homework, lunches, sneakers for gym, 
birthday/party goodies, etc. If your child needs something during the day, please bring the item into the lobby, let us know when we 
buzz you in and  labeled with your child’s name and teacher. We will make sure they receive it.  
 

Who to call first? 
We as a school, we want to be able to answer any questions or concerns you have in a timely manner.  The first contact should be 
with the staff member most directly involved.  Please reach out first to your child’s teacher on the following topics: classroom            
questions, curriculum, student discipline in the class, academic services, or questions about day-to-day things.  If this question or 
concern remains unresolved, then please feel free to contact me as the building principal.  I, as the building principal, would be the 
first point of contact on topics such as; school policy, residency, parent portal, scheduling, or suspension.  If you have a question 
about transportation, please reach out to our transportation department at 739-6338.   
 

Meeting with Teachers:  
Please be aware that once the teachers have students in their class (8:35), they are not able to meet one-on-one with a parent               
regarding an individual concern. Please arrange a meeting with your child’s teacher in advance – thank you!  
 

Homework Requests:  
If your child is out sick and you would like to request homework, please call the office before 9:00 a.m. It can either be sent home 
with a sibling, friend, neighbor, or parents can pick up homework after 3:30 in the office.  
 

Gold “Go Home” Notes – Change of Plans:  
Thank you for helping us assure students ‘go-home’ the correct way each day using our GOLD note pads. Knowing that changes 
occur during the day, we understand that you may need to change your child’s ‘go-home’ plans during the day. We ask that parents 
call before 12:00 so that we can assure a smooth dismissal and keep all our students safe. Last minute changes delay bus dismissal 
for all students.  
 

Online District Calendar 
To see district & school events in 2025-2026, please go to https://www.horseheadsdistrict.com/fullcalendar.cfm, or go to the             
Calendar link in the main menu on the district website. The online calendar allows months to be printed. The district will not be 
printing a multi-page calendar this year. Our online calendar allows us to update events throughout the year. 
Should you wish to exercise your right to make your request to: Caitlin DeFilippo, Director of Human Resources, Horseheads             
Central School District, Hibbard Road, Horseheads, New York 14845. (607)739-5601, ext. 4211. 
 
 

 

The Horseheads Central School District offers educational programs without regard to race, color, national origin, creed, religion, marital status, military status, 

sex, sexual orientation, age, gender identity, predisposing genetic characteristic, or disability, and provides equal access to applicable groups under the Boy Scouts 

of America Equal Access Act. Inquiries regarding this policy may be made to Caitlin DeFilippo, Title IX/DASA Coordinator, and Co-Civil Rights Compliance 

Officer; Anthony Gill, Co-Civil Rights Compliance Officer; or Kelly Squires, Section 504 Coordinator, Horseheads Central School District, One Raider Lane, 

Horseheads, NY 14845, (607) 739-5601. 

 

The Dignity Act Coordinator (DAC) for the Horseheads Central School District is Caitlin DeFilippo, director of Human Resources. If there is a complaint                

regarding  discrimination, harassment or bullying of any student, the complaint should be filed with Caitlin DeFilippo at One Raider Lane, Horseheads, NY 14845;              

607-739-5601, x4211, or cdefilippo@horseheadsdistrict.com. The Dignity Act Coordinator (DAC) for Gardner Road Elementary is Patricia Sotero.   

Complaints regarding  discrimination, harassment, or bullying of any student should be referred to Patricia Sotero at (607) 739 – 6347. 

 

 

https://www.horseheadsdistrict.com/fullcalendar.cfm


 
Good Evening, 
 
What a joy it has been for me to be leading such a dynamic group of 
students and staff at GR.  I have enjoyed coming to work each and  
every day and getting to know our GR Families too!  It is fun to see you 
out and about in the community beyond our school hours. 
 
We have experienced so many wonderful things together since school 

began and of course we had to tweak and change some things together to make us 
more efficient and effective in regards to arrival and dismissal procedures.  However, as 
a team, we got it down and rather quickly! I hope you take time to see and enjoy the  
pictures of our kids on our GR FB page.  Our newsletter would be 25 pages plus, if I           
added all the pictures I take throughout the school!  Plus, there are videos too to enjoy 
on our GR FB page. 
 
This Thanksgiving, I was reminded about all the wonderful things I am so thankful for  
being at GR.  I certainly appreciate each and every one of you for your partnership in 
helping to make our kids successful.  I have always believed, “When parents and  
teachers/administrators work together, children succeed.”  And, we are seeing this 
each and every day here at GR!  
 
Please also note that we will be continuing to practice our safety drills again this week 
and when we return from our holiday break. 
 
As we approach this holiday season, I hope you will make many, new wonderful  
memories today!  Thank you for entrusting me with your children! 
  
In your service, 
Patti 
 

 

Gardner Road School Hours                

8:20 AM  to 3:30 PM 

First Bell -   8:35 AM                             
Tardy Bell - 8:50 AM 

Gardner Road Office Hours                   
7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

Gardner Road Elementary Contact Information  
541 Gardner Road                www.horseheadsdistrict.com 

Horseheads, NY  14845                                 (607) - 739-6347               

Patti Sotero, Principal                                     Shannon Radford, President                      
Lisa Buchanan, Secretary                                         Jessica Carswell, Vice President 

Cassie Wright, Attend Clerk                                    Nikki Malnoske, Secretary                     

Barb Hinman, Nurse, RN                                          Autumn Osburn, Treasurer 

Robin Plummer, Nurse, LPN       

Newsletter in Color: https://www.horseheadsdistrict.com/HHGR.cfm 

   







Thank you to the Career Development Council for working with 

us at GR to provide this wonderful day! 



 













Golden Star Buddies Reminder:   
Our school believes all students should follow the golden rule.  However, we know that disagreements occur and it is our job to help 
students through it.  We use the following definitions to determine the difference between conflicts and bullying.  If any student is                

involved or sees either, please let a Gardner Road staff member know and they will help you! 
 

CONFLICT:       BULLYING: 
* occurs in the heat of a moment     * intent to cause harm 

* is often a difference of opinion * imbalance of power 

* two or more students are upset     * repetition - bullies often target the same people 

• does not happen continue     * targeted towards a specific individual 

3 WAYS PRINCIPAL SOTERO TAUGHT OUR CHILDREN HOW TO DEAL WITH CONFLICT 

                                                                1. TALK IT OUT! 

                                                                2. TELL THEM HOW YOU FEEL! 

                                                                3.  MAKE A SOLUTION!    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 





Information about 

Emergency School Closings & Delays: 
 

Schools are closed when the weather makes it impossible to have             
reasonable attendance or when the schools or vehicles would not be 
able to operate safely. The school day is delayed when inclement 
weather conditions improve by early morning. Inclement weather may 
include snow, ice, and/or freezing temperatures. If the school day is 
delayed, buses will run & schools will open 2 hours later than normal. 
 

If it is necessary to close or delay schools, the information will be              
posted on the district’s website at www.horseheadsdistrict.com, the 
district’s Facebook pages and Twitter, and the following local                    
television and radio stations and their affiliates:  
      Radio:  WNKI 106.1, WPGI 100.9, Magic FM 92.7/97.7, WGMM 

98.7, WLVY 94.3, WELM 1410  
      TV:      WENY, WETM, Time Warner Cable News 
 

These television and radio stations also put closing/delay information 
on their websites. Each of our schools and the district have Facebook 
pages. To see school closings/delays and other information on your 
news feed, “like” the page(s). On Twitter, follow us at @HhdsSchools.  
 

Additionally, WETM TV has an automated system to e-mail and/or text 
closings and delays to those who have signed up for the service. Parents 
may sign up at the following link: http://www.mytwintiers.com/sms. 
Scroll down to “School and Business Closing Alerts.”  Please do not 
call the radio/TV stations or the district’s Transportation Office. 
 

Please note that if schools are closed, they will remain closed all day for 
scheduled activities, including remedial programs, extra-curricular  
activities, use of facilities by non-school groups, and special evening 
programs.  Please also note that when school is delayed, there is no 
supervision for students until schools open two hours later than the      
usual time, so parents should not drop their children off at school until 
they open. Additionally, on school delays, there is no breakfast served. 
 

If a storm develops after school begins, usual procedure is NOT to close 
school early. This allows time for highway crews to plow and sand the 
roads and has proved to be less disruptive and confusing than                
attempting to send students home early. 
 

2-hr delay—Pre K start time 11:00 * lunch will 
be served - *NO breakfast 
2 hr delay—K—4 start time is 10:20* lunch will 
be served - *NO breakfast 

Substitutes Needed: 
 

 
The Horseheads Central School District is               
seeking applications for substitute teachers, 
nurses, bus drivers and substitute teaching               

assistants.   
For information, please visit:  http://

www.horseheadsdistrict.com/subteach.html 

 
Human Resources Office: 739-5601, x4211      
 e-mail: hcsdinfo@horseheadsdistrict.com 

Kids World: 
SNOW DELAYS/SNOW DAYS 

 
The YWCA does not provide Kids World on AM snow 
delays or snow days.  
 
If the Horseheads Central School District calls for a Two-
Hour Delay due to early morning weather conditions, there 
will be NO morning Kids World program held at the school.  
There is afternoon Kids World! 
 
NO program is available at the YWCA when there is a two-
hour delay or a snow day.  Children are to report to school 
two hours from their original opening time on snow delays.   

 

Cancellations of ALL After-School 
Activities:  

When a school district cancels all after-school/evening              
activities due to weather conditions, the Kids World            
program will still be held at your child’s school as                 
scheduled until 6:00 PM.  The School will dismiss your 
child to the Kids World Program.  In the event the weather 
becomes worse, the Kids World Site Supervisor will notify 
parents and ask if their child can be picked up earlier.  This 
is for the safety of everyone.  

ATTENDANCE MATTERS 
School is your first and most important job. You’re learning about more than math and reading.  You’re learning how to show up for 

school on time every day, so that when you grow up and get a job, you’ll know how to show up for work on time every day. 
 

When you’re not here, we notice because we care, and we want you to be successful.  
 

A student who misses 10 days or more during a school year is 20 percent less likely to graduate from high school and 25 percent less 
likely to ever enroll in college. 

 

If you think missing a day here or there won’t matter, think again. By missing just one day every two weeks, you would be on track to 
miss 10 percent of the school year – and that can happen before you know it. 
 

School only gets harder when you stay home too much. Sometimes it’s tempting to stay 
home but missing a day only makes that worse. 

 

We understand that you will get sick sometimes and need to stay home. The important 
thing is to get to school as often as possible to help stay on track with your learning. 

http://www.horseheadsdistrict.com
http://www.mytwintiers.com/sms
http://www.horseheadsdistrict.com/subteach.html
http://www.horseheadsdistrict.com/subteach.html
mailto:hcsdinfo@horseheadsdistrict.com







